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“ KENYA = Sahara occidental : MINURSO

{503 hommes)
COTE D VOIS L ; gl = Mall : MINUSMA (6 350 h)
Jperation Licorns it | = Liberia : MINUL (8966 )

450 hommes
= Cote d'beoire : ONUGI (11 300 h)

TANZANIE = RD Congo : MONUSCD (21 474 h)
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= Soudan : Darfour ; MINUAD (19 271 h)
et Abyei : FISNUA {4 092 h)

= Sud-Soudan : MINUSS (7 536 h)

= Somalie : AMISOM (18 117)
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= EUTM Mali : 500 (100 Francals)
= EUTM Somalie : 126
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1. Benetton pay compensation o

those workers a

EET
HIM I'M PDIDDY
| PROMISED COMPENSATION
KNOW FOR WORKERS KILED BY
NEGLIGENCE WHILE MAKING
CLOTHES FOR MY
AN ENYCE LAHEL
INJURY
TO ONE
IS AN
INJURY
TO ALL
BUT OVER A YEAR

LATER WORKERS ARE STILLIN
HOSPITAL AND | HAVENT PAID A
CENT TO THEM OR THE FAMILIES
OF THOSE KILLED
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who were killed and Injured
making their clothes NOW,
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the global union ta
Improve conditions across
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2. Benetion agree to support - '
all and any workers with sefting L
up unions of their own choice
and provide resources

OF BENETTON.
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DURTANA PSYCHIC WORKERS
UNTON DEMANDS:

o do =0,

1. Disney poy compensation to those
workers and their families who
were killed and injured making their

clothes NOW.

AND DID YOU KNOW
THAT OVER A YEAR
LATER WORKERS ARE STILL IN
HOSPITAL AND WE HAVENT PAID A

TO THEM OR THE FAMILIES
OF THOSE KILLED

3. Disney sit down with industrill
the global wien to
improve conditions ecross
‘the industry internetionally

2, Digney ogrez o support
oll ond any workers with setting
up unions of their own choice
and provide reseurces
todoso.
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14 AFRICAN COUNTRIES
FORCED BY FRANCE TO PAY
COLONIAL TAX FOR THE
BENEFITS OF SLAVERY AND
COLONIZATION

Mawuna Remarque KOUTONIN

‘_- jact, d

- On January 1st, 1966, Jean-Bédel Bokassa, an ex french foreign legionnaire, carried a coup

against David Dacko, the first President of the Central African Republic.

- On January 3, 1966, Maurice Yaméogo, the first President of the Republic of Upper Volta, now
called Burkina Faso, was victim of a coup carried by Aboubacar Sangoulé Lamizana, an ex
French legionnaire who fought with french troops in Indonesia and Algeria against these

guntries independence.

- 0RO tober 1972, Mathieu Kérékou who was a security guard to President Hubert Maga, the
first Pres t of the Republic of Besnir;ca hepresident, after he attended
French miYg hools from 1968 to 1970.

g the last 50 years, a total of 67 coups happened in 26 countries in Africa, 16

colonial debt to France. African leaders who refuse are killed or victim of coup. Those who obey
are supported and rewarded by France with lavish lifestyle while their people endure extreme
poverty, and desperation.

It’s such an evil system even denounced by the European Union, but France is not ready to move
from that colonial system which puts about 500 billions dollars from Africa to its treasury
year in year out.

We often accuse African leaders of corruption and serving western nations interests instead, but
there is a clear explanation for that behavior. They behave so because they are afraid the be
killed or victim of a coup. They want a powerful nation to back them in case of aggression or
trouble. But, contrary to a friendly nation protection, the western protection is often offered in
exchange of these leaders renouncg@o serve their own people or nations’ interests.

Afgican leaders would wor e interegt of their people if they were not constantly

J¥those c@tries are french ex-colonies, which means 61% of the coups happened in stalkethand Diagg! by colggll countr
] ps happ
ancop e Africa. In 1958, scafil¥ abq onsequepdPt choosing independence from France, Leopold Sédar
Did you know many African countries continue to pay colonial tax to oy SenghWgeclarce The chagof the Sencgalese people is independence; they want it to
. .. . : S take plagionly in friead; with France, not in dispute.”
France since their independence till today! a
When Sékou Touré of Guinea decided in 1958 to get out of freneH colonial empire, and — From tigh on France a&€pted only an “independence on paper” for his colonies, but
opted for the country independence, the french colonial elitg s Paris got so furious, and in ° signed S “CooperaticflAvcords”, detailing the nature of their relations with France,
a historic act of fury the french administration in Guineadéstroyed everything in the 2 in particuld v onialsurrency (the Franc), France educational system,
country which represented what they called the benefitS from french colonization. m ~ military and commercY®Ppreferences.
. . . . c o] il ol ol ol o en| en| o 0 o . . . . .
Three thousand French left the country, taking alt'their property and destroying anything Below are the 11 main components of the Cslonisation continuation pact since 1950s:
that which could not be moved: schools, nursefies, public administration buildings were
crumbled; cars, books, medicine, research Mstitute instruments, tractors were crushed and o
mmvo&mon_w horses, cows in the farms were killed, and food in warehouses were burned or c m 5 #1. Colonial Debt for the benefits of Francacolonization
poisoned. ..m M 4 The newly “independent” countries should pay for the Wfrastructure built by France in the
The purpose of this outrageous agt' was to send a clear message to all other colonies that M > . 5 nM ol @ S| e country during colonization.
NSO . o L] a] = . . .
the consequences for rejecting Prance would be very high. 2 ..m. .W o m .m 5| ©| o § .Wa _m I still have to find out the complete details about the amounts, the evaluation of the
Slowly fear spread trough th€ african elite, and none after the Guinea events ever found <] S| & 3 3 3| 5 Wo m al & m oo_oﬂm_ benefits and the terms of payment imposed on the africag countries, but we are
the courage to follow the gkample of S¢ L ouré, whose slogan was “We prefer o working on that (help us with info).
freedom in poverty to gpulence ig 9
(Yo
Sylvanus Olympio, the first pig hublic of Togo, a tiny country in west ° . . .
. > P g Y i = #2. Automatic confiscation of national reserveg
Africa, found a middle grou 2 . . . . . ' .
£ The African countries should deposit their national mone eserves into\France Central
He didn’t want his countryj ch dominion, therefore he refused to M o | 1n|bank.
sign the colonigation contij proposed, but agree to pay an annual debt e e e e e e m Lo, el L9 g1 Sl nl nl el 9 . . L.
& P 8T bay France has been holding the national reserves of fourte ptries singe 1961:
to France for ghe so called french colonization. . . . .
" Benin, Burkina Faso, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Ma; 1, Togo, {ameroon,
It was the ohly conditiong to destroy the country before Q Central African Republic, Chad, Congo-Brazzaville, b and Gabo
leaving. However, the amo rance was so big that the reimbursement of | § m, © | “1h ; i . hadi . cated
ol o : el | |g| [E]z 3| (ol 8] || Flommemens e g e e eomtne
) ) ) ) = e o o o < w“ — © < > L g 5 A
The fingncial situation of the ni dependent Togo was very unstable, so in order to get [ > 2| ol | r%a n_m 5 < S _Mra ] m 2 fiscal authorities of any of the WAEMU or the CEMA! of the agredment
out the' situation, Olympio decided to get out the french colonial money FCFA (the franc o tlo ”m M &2 |2 Sl Qo | S T|S m 5 m m S | /| | which set up these banks and the CFA the Central Bank tountry is obliged
for frgnch african colonies), and issue the country own currency. _.v_m al®lsl|s 3 m MD Sl= |5 W S|S|I5|5| =2 =5 m W n_m to keep at least 65% of its foreign exchange reserves in an “0p® pccount” held at\the
L olrlrlolslelgjols|lolalolrlalolz]l=slalol @l ElFrench Treasury, as well as another 20% to cover financial liabilities)

On January 13, 1963, three days after he started printing his country own currency, a

squad of illiterate soldiers backed by France killed the first elected president of newly
independent Africa. Olympio was killed by an ex French Foreign Legionnaire army sergeant
cdlled Etienne Gnassingbe who supposedly received a bounty of $612 from the local French
embassy for the hit man job.

Olympio’s dream was to build an independent and self-sufficient and self-reliant country. But the
French didn’t like the idea.

On June 30, 1962, Modiba Keita , the first president of the Republic of Mali, decided to
withdraw from the french colonial currency FCFA which was imposed on 12 newly independent
African countries. For the Malian president, who was leaning more to a socialist economy, it was
clear that colonisation continuation pact with France was a trap, a burden for the country
development.

On November 19, 1968, like, Olympio, Keita will be the victim of a coup carried out by another
ex French Foreign legionnaire, the Lieutenant Moussa Traoré.

In fact during that turbulent period of African fighting to liberate themselves from
European colonization, France would repeatedly use many ex Foreign legionnaires to carry
out coups against elected presidents:

Number of Coups in Africa by country

As these numbers demonstrate, France is quite desperate but active to keep a strong hold on his
colonies what ever the cost, no matter what.

In March 2008, former French President Jacques Chirac said:

“Without Africa, France will slide down into the rank of a third [world] power”
Chirac’s predecessor Francois Mitterand already prophesied in 1957 that:

”"Without Africa, France will have no history in the 21st century”

At this very moment I’m writing this article, 14 african countries are obliged by France, trough a
colonial pact, to put 85% of their foreign reserve into France central bank under French minister
of Finance control. Until now, 2014, Togo and about 13 other african countries still have to pay

The CFA central banks also impose a cap on credit extended to each member ®untry equivalen
to 20% of that country’s public revenue in the preceding year. Even though the BEAC and the
BCEAO have an overdraft facility with the French Treasury, the drawdowns on those overdraft
facilities are subject to the consent of the French Treasury. The final say is that of the French
Treasury which has invested the foreign reserves of the African countries in its own name on the
Paris Bourse.

In short, more than 80% of the foreign reserves of these African countries are deposited in the
“operations accounts” controlled by the French Treasury. The two CFA banks are African in
name, but have no monetary policies of their own. The countries themselves do not know, nor
are they told, how much of the pool of foreign reserves held by the French Treasury belongs to
them as a group or individually.

The earnings of the investment of these funds in the French Treasury pool are supposed to be
added to the pool but no accounting is given to either the banks or the countries of the details of
any such changes. The limited group of high officials in the French Treasury who have
knowledge of the amounts in the “operations accounts”, where these funds are invested; whether
there is a profit on these investments; are prohibited from disclosing any of this information to
the CFA banks or the central banks of the African states .” Wrote Dr. Gary K. Busch
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Psychique QAMTP
do more than just protest

LOVE-AND
we aim to show what is possibLe when as wage workers,

AT CHRIST

GEES AND ILL
other - as weLl as material resources
From being consumeRs - wE unitE and take over re-
sources in order to share things out according to need

perform the labour that nourlshes Ol
children as parents and carers we need resources \ each

places like starbucks can proviDe an ESsenTial meeting
place to Rest, feed, play and prOduce ourselves - our
tal - by profit - when in fact they should be driven by the
needs of the community in this society it is the state that
but instead they are cutting these services and aiding the
creation of profit for the corporations we therefore aim to
productive workers, non-productiove workers, reproduc-
tive workers - and even as consumers and those excluded
we will provide free food, drink and activities for chil-
dren

however in this society these places Are driven by capi-
is supposed to therefore provide essential. resources -

REproductiVe wOrkers and Loveys indUsTrlal uniON
000 (REVOLUTION), Cambridg¢ Lettrist And Situa-

tionist Society (CLASS) and DAta

We arE taking this action as rc

NO MEN ALLOWED



1 YEAR
TAZREEN
FASHIONS
GARMENTS
FACTORY FIRE

Naffy Sah, Nischintapure Nribiggani and Shahidul Islamh

Prayers (Milaad) and Solidarity Event in Nishchinthapur

with the remaining survivors and families. Speeches and

Bands (details to be added) kept the flame for justice, our
brothers and sister's did not burn to death in vain.

Yesterday was STRONG, the presence and spirit of the
city dwelling bands, singers, activists and those who have
persevered for this cause since the first day, cheered up
this little town of "Nischinthapur", who embraced the
solidarity and by the end I filmed the voices of workers
scream for justice. May their voices not be quelled by
tear gas, rubber bullets, threats or gun shots. The is only
the beginning of a life long fight for justice.

“Civil disobedience is not our problem. Our problem is
civil obedience. Our problem is that people all over the
world have obeyed the dictates of leaders...and millions
have been killed because of this obedience...Our problem
is that people are obedient all over the world in the face
of poverty and starvation and stupidity, and war, and
cruelty. Our problem is that people are obedient while the
jails are full of petty thieves... (and) the grand thieves are
running the country. That’s our problem.”

— Howard Zinn

professionals, non-professionals, organisations, lawyers,
activists, human beings. Attempts to bring justice to the
remaining famlhes who were having to go through a
rocess, some having to mourn at
no body. Soon after,
coverage crying.
d workers

impgnsation, no
utersity to the
t offices, to the

International governments afd significant profiteers of
the garments industry in Bangladesh were showing major
"concern". Why were they not holding the brands in their
own home countries accountable? Why was the
Bangladesh Government protecting the factory owner,
despite the release of a government probe report finding
the owner to be guilt of "criminal negligence"?

Occupy London | Points from initial Statement

"The current system is unsustainable. It is undemocratic
and unjust. We need alternatives; this is where we worl
towards them."

"We demand an end to global tax injustice and our
democracy representing corporations instead of the
people."

"We stand in solidarity with the global oppressed and we
call for an end to the actions of our government and
others in causing this oppression."

It has been long established since world wide protests
from Arab Spring to Indignados and Occupy, the
government do not represent its people anymore. The
facade of democracy has fallen, where the British had
built a wonderful looking "democracy" in Great Britain,

‘@ they had also started the first Multinational throat cut
--> corporation in history, in Bengal. The East India

It has been one year since we witnessed those horrifying
scenes of body bags and charred remains lining the
grounds of the factory, anguish on the faces of relatives
having to look through the rotting corpses to find their
missing child, wife, sister or mother. Witness statements
describing how the surviving women had smelt the
smoke but where still being forced to work, some locked
in, how they had to leave their colleagues behind to burn
to deaths while they jumped out of the window to the
next building or off the roof. Statements of mothers or
wives, making their last calls, knowing they were going
to meet a burning fate.

Tazreen Fashions supplied to Walmart, Disney,
Edinburgh Woollen Mills, C&A, Li and Fung, Clothes
for the US Marines, EVEN clothes for the Forbes listed
billionairre Sean "P Diddy" Coombes. None have paid
compensation, instead have rejected to be part of the
agreements ensuring safe standards at Bangladesh
factories.

I have been working in Bangladesh for just over a year,
when collating the initial report from the information m
colleagues from ASK investigation Unit collected; {las
photos of the burned bodies, burned pretty {2g
haunting scenes of the remaining assembly ‘
padlock which would lock the workers in, the
extinguishers which remain untouched due to no trd™
the wired grills on the window where there were attej
to escape, woke me up to the reality of first world g
and the monster we have allowed capitalism to becg

There have been numerous articles, features,
documentaries and coverage. Relentless attempts by
those who also felt their souls tremble, individuals,

» Company. I am yet to find the evidence behind the tales I
have heard here about the East India Company cutting off
. the fingers of the weavers who produced fine muslim

- which Bangladesh had been trading with european

countries from as early as the 12th century. Their

» explotation is nothing new.

Why are the garments girls, the "bostrobalikara" of
Bangladesh disposable? Why is this a class issue? Why
didn't this incident shake the souls of all men and women
of each and every human being? There have been
outrageous headlines, how these brands have shunned
responsibility, have not taken part in talks to reform the
building safety regulation and improving the lives q
workers. Instead nauseating scenes of P Diddy on
parties, even though his PR company said immediate
after the fire they would pay compensation, no action ¥
taken. Repugnant, repulsive and abnoxious scenes at the
2013 Annual Shareholders meeting, celebrities took the
stage to celebrate WALMART, Tom Cruise, Hugh
jackman, Ben Stiller, Elton John, Justin Timberlake and
many others shamelessly celebrated this beast of a
corporation. Why couldn't they have some integrity like
Russell Brand who shamed the label Hugo Boss at a
sponsored event this year, GQ Awards, where the likes of
notorious toff and elitist arch enemy of Occupy, "Mayor"
of London won an award for Politician of the year. I was
there at the London Peoples assembly where he was
being booed by his constituency the year before!
Thankfully he was blasted by Brand, now I deem as a
responsible celebrity.

aving been in Loaden in the summer, how the high
abe on continues, even after Rana Plaza

owed 1130 workers. I found thé

il have liked, vile. After seeipg the

b mutilated/amputated suryivors,

i dow and teenage fastion victims

shudder. I wgg’disconnected

ist utppia, greed for need,

C cost of these disposable lives.

mannequins at
imitating them,
from the bubb
Rbsessions wj

’ .‘ ld are fdlly aware of the health and

te and safety, building code and
compllan . rkers basic rights! I am sure the staff in
the brandoutlets enjoy the trickle of the 80% profit
margins and they get to look good too. The dark, petite

garment girls of the "third world" are just a sob story in a
faraway land.

How could life go on? Hard working, independent, self
respecting young women, trying to make ends meet, they
were supporting their parents, their families, their
husbands or trying to save for an education. Their dreams
and hopes were choked and smouldered in the flames.

Consumers, the public are immune, the evils of
marketing, materialism, celebrity trash, fashion
magazines, carnal, vulgar, self obsessed, sexualised
advertising is subconsciously churned into the majority of
mindsets. A new generation of teen pop beasts being
created by this system. A disease which has been
spreading from the western world in the middle classes of
asia, where women can no longer empathise the plea of
women, where human beings cannot feel or hear the
burning screams. Simple human empathy has been
dissolved by greed, the lower desires of the human soul.
hilst in this bubble, those who should be acting and
fighNng are disable by inaction.

We crj
we [
reg
art
the wa
on

1se the governments, we allow the corporations,
aws and "guiding principles" but WHO are
or inglinentation? Press statements and
sol"gns but PEOPLE have got to be
|CWlat every stage, getting out

streg ‘\w ot t out on the streets, its getting your

dig (g o the work. The situation is in crisis

€ vote 1Y

- our responsibility to society,
n fl‘ or J¥cotting a brand is not enough.

pon

We have to go {iiier\than demanding crimes are
investigated, cMiifies haye got to be punishable, those
responsible on ever laydr of the system, held accountable,
named and shamed, chased and occupied.

Why can't the governmentis of the world start taking
responsibility for the behayiour of their home businesses
and brands? Or for a start why can't the government of
Bangladesh compensate thq remaining victims of
Tazreen? These workers thd government gloat about for
the life blood of the growing garments industry, why
can't they treat them with the¢ir due respect? I was sitting
in the one room shack of Sumaya Khatun, a 16 year old
who was initially trapped in the fumes in Tazreen then
had to jump out to survive, her eye had almost popped
out and she has since developed a brain tumour behind
that eye. A few activists havg been raising money for her
treatment and she has been through 33 radiation sessions,
ave not succeeded. $he sits on her bed taking

he has lost her gye sight now and her hair has
fue to chemo, laying in silence while her

b yised to work, her mother told
oney saved for Sumaya's

hag been standing by her side and
g¢. As Saydia had to peel her away,
C. Eyen though she is dying, why can't

Why can't the isgues for compensation and injured
survivors be regolved by the government or the
millionaire cohglomerates. Since Tazreen there were
three more factory disasters in the past 12 months. Rana
Plaza hit tfe headlines as the other incidents had smaller
numbery/which disappeared in to columns. Where we see
one dedth in the western world as a murder, here they are
just sfatistics.
Yhe cheap lives of the disposable garment workers held
no significance as we have become immune. In the
summer, passing the high street brands, I wanted to
scream the pleas of these women, wanted to throw red
paint on all the stock, throw red paint/blood at models in
London fashion week, so many ideas and actions but
what is the point? When people don't feel the desire to
care?

Campaigners have been campaigning, writers writing, the
injured, breathing, surviving. Special thanks to the
kindess and humanity of activist anthropologists and the
Dead Workers Union even groups like ACT who have
been attempting to wake up the zombified masses whilst
the charred bodies of the forgotten sisters have become
dust. The hard work of numerous NGOs and lawyers who
have been fighting the battle for years in Bangladesh and
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